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limitations, and the necessity for a central NROmonitored review of the final report*
In addition to providing scientific analyses on which policy or regulatory decisions can be based, NRC reports sometimes make specific recommendations for changes in government policy*
Methods and Use of Guidelines
NRC risk assessments are not easily classified or characterized. Because different committees prepare risk-related reports and NRC does not have any guidelines on the conduct of risk assessments for the committees to follow, approaches and final products show pronounced variations. The absence of guidelines, coupled with the occasional practice of not including a clear explanation of how conclusions concerning risk were reached or of the assumptions used in the quantitation of risk, has led to a blurring of the distinction between scientific and policy judgments made in the assessment of risks. The lack of guidelines has also led to inconsistencies in approach and final decisions among committees. However, the absence of specific guidance for interpreting data and for choosing methods of dose-response assessment or risk characterization is probably to be expected, inasmuch as NRC committees consist of scientific experts whose independent judgments are being sought. Probably only guidelines that are extremely flexible could be adopted by NRC. A subject of much discussion over the last several years has been the value of including quantitative assessments (in our terms, dose-response assessments or, if exposure data are incorporated, risk characterizations) in reports. The trend in recent years has been to include some form of a quantitative risk estimate.
Peer Review
Every report from the NRC is reviewed by a group other than the authors.  The process of reviewing is overseen by the Report Review Committee. The reports likely to receive reviews coordinated by that Committee are those judged to have significant policy implications and likely to be controversial; most reports that address risk-related questions would be in this category.  (The Report Review Committee also coordinates the review of noncontro-